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Message from the President.

 Dear friends:

It gives me great pleasure to write to you my first letter as president of AIPNA. AIPNA is celebrating its eighth year. From a dinner table exchange of ideas and with continued efforts of Dr. Vijay Joshi, a group of 14 pathologists had the first meeting during annual IAP conference in Toronto in 1985. The group called “Friends of India” did not become a formally organized association, but in 1986 did succeed in putting together a CME program under the sponsorship of AAPI and MCI (Med. Council of India). The idea grew quickly and now we see the results in the form of a well-established organization doing excellent work. With continued efforts and hard work of Dr. Megha Joshi, AIPNA in 1995 became a formal organization, with its main purpose to bring together pathologists in this part of the world and to connect with counterparts in the Indian subcontinent. The CME activity held in India speaks for this effort, and is an eagerly awaited event that is attended by more than 300 pathologists every year. 

In the early years, the association was spending most of its time recruiting members and building up the “treasury.”  Many of you have generously donated towards establishing “fellowships” and other activities. The association has established an award for the best abstract presented at the USCAP annual meeting, and the first recipient will receive it during the 2004 AIPNA annual meeting in Vancouver, Canada. AIPNA has also established a training fellowship for pathologists and/or residents from India. This fellowship will support in part a short visit to any sponsoring institute. With efforts put in by Dr. Jhala and with the support of Dr. Fred Silva (Secretary-Treasurer and Executive Director, USCAP), we invite sponsors to make available on-line journals to institutes in India of your choice.  Some of you have already helped in this effort but we need more to come forward. I invite you to donate generously to any of the above causes of your choice. To make our presence felt I also request your active participation in the USCAP and CAP elections. AIPNA now has its own web page at www.aipna.org. I urge you to visit the web site and send us your comments.

Like any organization, AIPNA has seen difficult times. Presently we are going through a lean period with decrease in membership. I invite you to become a member or renew your membership, and spread the good word. We would like to see increase in resident membership for which I request all program directors to encourage their residents/fellows to join the organization.  

Before I end, I must thank Dr. Nirag Jhala and his executive committee for their hard work towards better communications with USCAP officers and in introducing new programs such as web-journal program and initiating laboratory inspection in India. With renewed enthusiasm, I promise that these efforts will continue and that the newsletter will reach you every three months. I hope that you make good use of this communication tool with information regarding jobs, training possibilities, and other activities and achievements both here and in India. I request you to send us your current E-mail and postal address. 

I look forward to your support. Hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer.

Sincerely,

Sharda G. Sabnis.

Letter from Megha Joshi, President Elect.

It gives me great pleasure to be back as an active member of the executive committee of AIPNA. Being involved from its conception stage, I have always regarded AIPNA as my baby. I was thrilled when I was offered the job of President Elect and could not say no! Dr. Sharda Sabnis and I have worked together when AIPNA was just established. She was the first Editor-in-Chief and I was president. Since the March 2003 meeting in DC, we are again busy discussing new ideas and infusing new enthusiasm into AIPNA. The present board members are all enthusiastic to work under the leadership of Dr. Sabnis. As an officer and well wisher of AIPNA, you will be hearing from me a lot regarding membership and donations, and hopefully, I will get a tremendous response. Before I conclude, I would like to thank Dr. Sabnis for arranging a wonderful dinner at the last meeting in Washington, D.C.  

Thank you. 

Megha Joshi, M. D.

Report of the Annual AIPNA meeting:

The annual AIPNA general body meeting was held on Monday, March 24, 2003 during the 92nd USCAP meeting in Wyndham Hotel, Washington DC. Considering the general low attendance for the USCAP meeting, we had a good turnout with 70 people. Dr. Shriniwas Rao presided over the event in the absence of Dr. Nirag Jhala. He introduced Dr. Sharda Sabnis as the new President and Dr. Megha Joshi as the President elect. Except for the President and President Elect positions, all other executive board members remained the same. It was agreed to add a new post to the executive committee of resident coordinator, and Dr. Amit Lamba will be the coordinator for this year.

Drs. Fred Silva and Dr. Hardwick spoke on behalf of USCAP and expressed their support towards our activities.  Dr. Silva encouraged sponsors to support their almamater institutes in India for USCAP journal web links. Dr. Selwyn Baptist addressed the group about the importance of an accreditation program for laboratories in India. He is helping various laboratories IN India to acquire College of American Pathologists (CAP) accreditation.  Dr. McClatchy, candidate running for the President Elect position for CAP addressed the group. Allowing candidates from other organizations to address our membership stresses importance of AIPNA to them. 

The association has over 80 members (of whom six are life members). There was an increase in the resident/student membership. At present AIPNA has, about $15,272 in assets of which $8,232 is endowment money. Expenses this year include the annual dinner. 

AIPNA News In Brief:

CME activities in India: 

1. Drs. Vijay Joshi and Venkat Challa coordinate CMEs in Surgical Pathology in India. Anyone interested in participating or suggesting names for future CMEs should contact DR. Challa

who will be the coordinator in future activities. For details contact Dr. Challa at vchalla@wfubmc.edu. The last CME was held at AIIMS, New Delhi in February. About 400 delegates attended. 

2. Dr. Bakul Dalal organizes CME meetings in hematopathology and transfusion medicine. The last one was held in February in Mumbai. About 175 delegates attended. Details for these are obtainable by contacting him at bdalal@vanhosp.bc.ca
3. VI International CME in Hematology and Transfusion Medicine, was held on 12-14 February 2003, at Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, India, and was attended by 174 delegates. Faculty included; Drs. John Anastasi (Univ Chicago), Bakul Dalal (Univ. British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada), Meenaskhi Nandedkar, (National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD), Vishnu Reddy (Univ of Alabama), and Ravindra Sarode (Univ of Texas, Dallas). The Tata Memorial Hospital, the Medical Council of India, AIPNA and AAPI, jointly sponsored the CME. It was an adjunct to the annual meeting of the Mumbai Hematology Group. The format was didactic lectures, hands on photo and slide sessions, and case discussion sessions. The content focused on recent advances, as applicable to “Bharatiya” context. Topics from neoplastic hematology, coagulation, and transfusion medicine were covered.
4. VII International CME in Hematology and Transfusion Medicine will be held in the spring of 2004, at the PGIMER, in Chandigarh, India. Those interested in participating, either as delegates, or as faculty, please contact Dr. Bakul Dalal at bdalal@vanhosp.bc.ca.

5. IX International CME and Update in Surgical Pathology & Cytology will be at Sri Ramachandra Medical College (SRMC), Chennai (Madras), India, on Feb 20-22, 2004.   The following systems will be included: neuropathology, pediatric pathology, renal pathology, dermatopathology, GI and liver pathology, pathology of Head & Neck and topics in cytopathology. We also plan to add breast and GU to this list. The faculty list once finalized will be published in the future newsletters. US faculty coordinator is Dr Challa,  vchalla@wfubmc.edu
6. X International CME and Update in Surgical Pathology & Cytology will be in Ludhiana, Feb 10-12, 2005. AIPNA members interested in participating as faculty, should contact Dr. Challa, vchalla@wfubmc.edu
Web-site: Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Nirag Jhala, USCAP has agreed to link AIPNA web site on their web site as a pathology organization. For this, we are updating AIPNA web site (www.aipna.org). Please send suggestions and comments to Khush Mittal at: PATHOLOGYEXPERT@YAHOO.COM
CAP Lab inspectors for India: 

Individuals wishing to learn more about becoming a lab inspector in India or helping get CAP accreditation for a laboratory in India may contact Dr Baptist - sbaptist@sbhcs.com. As a part of this program St. John’s Hospital, Bangalore has committed to have CAP laboratory accreditation for their Anatomic Pathology section.  Dr. Baptist is coordinating the activities with St. John’s Medical Center.  In addition to helping standardize laboratories, this accreditation may be helpful in getting contracts or business from within the United States. Some of you may already be a laboratory inspector certified by CAP. Those who would like to become one should get the information on the CAP web site. www.cap.org
Fellowship Assistance: With the efforts of Dr. Megha Joshi, AIPNA has collected limited funds to partially sponsor fellowships for pathologists, residents and post doctorate fellows from India. The first recipient is Dr. Prakash V. Patil, from J. N. Medical College, Belgaum, Karnataka.  For details and for future applications, please contact Dr. Sharda Sabnis at sabnis@afip.osd.mil or Dr. Megha Joshi at meghascarff@yahoo.com
Report from Resident/Fellow Award

Committee:

The award committee (Drs. Sabnis, Seshan, and Jhala) has finalized the conditions and amount for the Annual AIPNA award for the best abstract presented at the Annual USCAP meeting. The criteria are as follows 

1. The recipient must be AIPNA (resident/trainee) member.

2. The recipient must be the first author on the abstract.

3. Abstract nominations are invited from all disciplines of surgical pathology, cytopathology and autopsy pathology and forwarded to the President of AIPNA by end of December before the USCAP meeting.

4. Nominated abstracts must be accepted for presentation at the upcoming annual US-CAP meeting.

5. The award (certificate and $250) will be announced and presented at the AIPNA annual meeting held during US-CAP conference.

We encourage membership to support this activity by sponsoring with contributions.

AIPNA-USCAP Collaboration:     

Dr. Nirag Jhala and Dr. Fred Silva have initiated USCAP-AIPNA- Indian IAP program to sponsor pathologist/s in India to get access to USCAP web site/ journals in India. The conditions are given below: 

1. Any USCAP member can sponsor a pathologist in India who must be a member of Indian – IAP

2. The sponsor should provide the following information to USCAP office in Augusta (This allows for easy tracking and tagging of information):

· Their name and information to USCAP. 

· The Indian pathologist's postal information

· The Indian pathologist's Indian IAP member Number

· The choice of hard copy of the Journal (Modern Pathology or Laboratory Investigation) they wish to receive. 

· A check/ credit card of $95.00 for one-year subscription. 

This will also give the pathologist in India ability to surf the USCAP web site and associated links. 

Report from the Treasurer: 

As of March 24, 2003

The total available funds: $ 15272.00 (Of which $ 8232.00 as endowments/fellowships etc.) 

Expenses:

Annual AIPNA meeting 
$ 2552.00

Expenses for web site

$ 120.00

Postage and stamps 

$ 50.00

Fellowship award

$ 1000.00

Total expenses


$ 3722.00

Current Balance

$ 11,550.00


Membership information:

1) Life members: Six

· Dr. Shikha Bose

· Dr. Donthamsetty Apparao

· Dr. Modur L. Janardhana

· Dr. Megha Joshi

· Dr. Pruthvi P K Rao

· Dr. Raju Usha

2) Resident/ Fellow category: 20 members

3) New attending/staff member category: 21 members

Sincerely,

Rajal Shah, M. D. (Treasurer)

On a lighter note: Every Thursday night they will show 3 Indian movies including Dilwale Dulhania Ley Jayenge, Mother India, Bombay, Amar-Akbar-Anthony and more. Please spread the word Bollywood recognized in the US: Starting on Thursday June 5, every Thursday through the end of June 2003, Turner Classic Movies (TCM) channel will be paying tribute to Bollywood. and tune in to show our support to Bollywood, and make our presence realized by TCM. 

AIPNA as group should make its presence felt by participating in the CAP elections. Dr. Kenneth D. McClatchey visited us during the annual AIPNA meeting in Washington DC.  Below is the complete slate of candidates. You can obtain additional information from the CAP web site: www.cap.org

Kenneth D. McClatchey
DDS, MD

Nominee for President-Elect 

I would like the opportunity to lead the College in these challenging times.  I bring a strong background in the practice of anatomic and clinical pathology, over fifteen years experience in managerial, financial and educational responsibilities (Associate Chairman of Pathology University of Michigan, Director of Clinical Laboratories, and Chairman of Pathology at Loyola University).  This coupled with 28 years working from the committee level to two terms on the Board of Governors as well as president of the Michigan Society of Pathologists.  I feel prepared to address the issues and continue building a strong, unified professional organization. This coupled with 28 years working from the committee level to two terms on the Board of Governors and a term as president of the Michigan Society of Pathologists has prepared me to address the issues and to continue to build a strong, unified professional organization.

The role of President carries great responsibility.  In this time of economic and political stress, we all face a tremendous challenge to keep the vision of the future of pathology alive and not focus on the past accomplishments.  I want to be a visible leader who encourages new and continued participation in advocacy, education, and inter-society affairs.  

I feel the time is right for my leadership, experience and vision to improve and expand the practice opportunities for all pathologists.

www.drkennethmcclatchey.info
Thomas M. Sodeman
MD, FCAP
Nominee for President-Elect
I am honored to be selected by my colleagues as the CAP nominee for President-elect. CAP touches my practice daily through surveys, accreditation, quality initiatives, educational programs and advocacy. It is a serious responsibility as President to provide the stewardship to assure that the organization meets the essential needs for pathologists and the organization. I can provide that leadership. Thirty-one years in both private and academic practice has brought a wealth of experiences in managing relationships and organizations for successful outcomes. Professional societies have been an active part of my experiences serving on the current CAP Board and numerous committees. As a member of CAP, ASCP and APF, I value the contributions that these organizations bring to the practice of pathology. My leadership in the Council on Government and Professional Affairs has kept me close to Washington and State advocacy issues and involved in providing guidance in practice management. 

CAP has a vision to be the leading organization for pathologists, a leader in standards setting, advocacy, accreditation, patient safety, clinical terminology, and educational support in the practice and science of pathology. I am committed to work towards that vision. It cannot be reached without continual assessment of our strategy and operational direction. As President, I will provide guidance and build consensus to achieve the vision. It is essential that we carry on the CAP Mission as an organization of board-certified pathologists that serve the interest of patients, pathologists and the public by fostering excellence in the practice of pathology. 

The other candidates are:

Jared N. Schwartz
MD, PhD
Nominee for
Secretary-Treasurer
Andrew E. Horvath
MD, FCAP
Nominee for Governor 

Ronald B. Lepoff
MD, FCAP
Nominee for Governor 

John W. Mason
MD, FCAP
Nominee for Governor
Thomas M. Wheeler
MD
Nominee for Governor 

From the Editor:


Welcome to the second 2003 Newsletter. We are aiming that the newsletters will become a regular feature allowing a greater interaction and interest amongst members. 


I would like to request all members to send me news items to include in the future newsletters. These could be significant events in India and in North America, reports of conferences, meetings, invited lectures, honors bestowed etc. in which AIPNA members are involved. For the benefit of our junior members, we would like to publish information on opportunities for residencies, fellowships and jobs. This would make our organization much more useful by allowing interaction between residents looking for jobs and program directors looking for candidates. 


Last AIPNA meeting was held on Monday, March 24, 2003 during the 92nd USCAP meeting in Washington DC. About 70 people attended. We now have over 80 members (of whom six are life members). I urge you to sponsor new members and request those who have not renewed their membership to do so.  


Not hearing much grumbling at the recent annual meeting of AIPNA, we will continue to use e-mail as our primary means of communication. We would like you to update and confirm your E-mail and postal addresses.  The newsletter will be E-mailed to members and will be posted on the AIPNA web site.


Sincerely, 


Jasvir Khurana 
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sert menu, click Text Box and drag on the page where you want the first column. Click Text Box again and then click and drag where you want the second column. Click in the last paragraph mark on the page, and press Ctrl + Enter to create a page break.


Repeat the process for each page that will contain side-by-side columns in your document and then return to the first text box you created. Click the text box on the left once to select it. Click your right mouse button and then click Create Text Box Link. The pointer becomes a pitcher. Click the text box on the left side of the second page to create a link. Create links for all text boxes within the same article on the left side of the document. Repeat the process for every text box in the right chain or article.


Pressing Enter twice at the top of each page will create an extra empty paragraph. This blank paragraph is useful if you want to insert text or graphics outside of the text boxes. You can delete the extra blank paragraph if you don't need it.


Copying linked text boxes


You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that are linked together, to another document or to another location in the same document. To copy linked text boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and then click Paste.


To copy some of the text from  an article, select the text you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve copied directly into your document, into another location within the same article, or into another article.(
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