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International Continuing Medical Education
The International CME conference in Surgical Pathology and Cytology has been a yearly feature of AIPNA for many years. Dr. Venkat Challa has been the CME coordinator for the last six years. The CME program was initially started by Drs. Nagalotimath and Vijay Joshi who served as the CME coordinator for the first six years. The baton was then passed on to Dr. Venkat Challa.  Dr. Challa recently retired from Wake Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC. He is currently the director of Laboratories at the Allergy Centers of America Laboratories in Winston Salem. Dr. Challa will be passing the responsibilities of the CME coordinator to Dr. Ashraf Khan starting from the January 2008 meeting in Bangalore. Dr. Ashraf Khan is the Professor of Pathology and the Director of the Residency Program at University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, MA. Drs. Joshi and Challa will continue as Emeritus coordinators. Drs. Srini Mandavilli and Nirag Jhala are joint coordinatords. Dr. Bakul Dalal is the joint coordinator for the Canadian Faculty. Members who are interested to participate in the conference must contact Dr. Khan at khana@ummhc.org.

AIPNA-ASCP Conference in Las Vegas

The second annual AIPNA- ASCP companion meeting was held in Las Vegas, NV. AIPNA was fortunate to have outstanding moderator and world renowned speakers and recognized leaders in their field for the program and it was a great success.  

This year the topic was "Advancing frontiers in Bone and Soft Tissue Pathology".

Col. Sumitra Parekh M.D, from the AFIP Moderated the session. The presentations were made by Gene P Siegal M.D., Ph.D, about the advances in the field of Fibrous Dysplasia.  This was followed by Jasvir Khurana M.D. about "What pathologists should know about radiology for diagnosis of cartilagenous lesions". This was followed by another superb presentation by Markku Miettinin M.D, about "Everything you want to know about GIST Tumors".  Finally, Dr. Jasveer Khurana M.D presented the "Many Faces of Osteosarcoma".  The response from the participants was great and they really liked the program.


Any one who would like to suggest next year's topic as well as speakers should contact: Nirag Jhala M.D., MIAC at njhala@path.uab.edu

Candidate for College of American Pathologists
Dr. Harry Zemel is contesting for the President-Elect position for the College of American Pathologists. The following letter was submitted by Dr. Zemel.

I am Harry Zemel, MD and a candidate for President-Elect of the College of American Pathologists.  I wish to thank the Association of Indian Pathologists of North America for the opportunity to tell you about myself and what I think is crucial for our profession.

I have been a pathologist for over thirty years.  During this time I have been a staff pathologist in a community hospital and then President and CEO of Consultants Laboratory of Wisconsin, a joint venture laboratory with St. Agnes Hospital.  I have served as chief of staff of the hospital, President of the Fond du Lac County Medical Society and member of the Board of Directors and Treasurer of the Wisconsin Medical Society.

My CAP experiences include seven years on the Board of Governors, a member of the Executive Committee, Chair of the Compensation Committee, Chair of the Investment Committee, Chair of the Council on Scientific Affairs and Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee.  I was Chair of the Facility Team that oversaw the planning and building of a 70,000 square foot addition to the headquarters building.  The project was completed on time and under budget.  

I have served as a member of the SNOMED International Committee, the Annual Meeting Planning Committee and I am a member of the CAP Foundation Board of Directors. I have served on two Strategic Planning Committees and currently a member of the third at the request of three President-Elects and have received three Presidential Honors for service to the College.

Of the issues facing the profession, the future of pathology is one of the most important.  We need to ask what pathology will look like in 5-10 years.  Will the current training of pathologists prepare them with the skills they will need to compete and be relevant?  How do we keep the specialty together without splintering and how will we deal with the continuing encroachment upon our specialty by our clinical colleagues?

We need to continue our work with cooperating pathology societies to develop content for the Maintenance of Certification cognitive exam required by the American Board of Pathology and to work within the College to help pathologists with these MOC requirements.

There must be a solid strategic plan to identify new technologies with the goal of helping pathologists learn these and to incorporate them into their practices.
Lastly, the College must reach out to pathologists and be inclusive.  The College can be the ‘honest broker” with all pathology organizations like yours to address these issues and as a profession to seek solutions.

The College is up to the challenge and I believe I have the leadership skills and strategic thinking necessary to help lead the organization forward.  I hope I can have your vote for President-Elect and I will pledge to do the very best job I know how. 

Report on Workshop on Pathology Education held at Dayanaud Medical College and Hospital, Ludhiuana, India, February 3 – 4, 2006. 

Prepared and submitted by Shivayogi Bhusnurmath

This workshop was conducted under the umbrella of AIPNA . The faculty included

Drs. Bharti Bhusnurmath, Shivayogi Bhusnurmath and Vikas Mehta from St. Georges University, Grenada and Drs. Vineeta Malhotra, Neena Sood, B.S Shah, Harpreet Puri, Monica Saluja, Pavneet Selhi, Preeti Bajaj, Bhavna Garg, Guldeep Uppal, Sheenam, Sapna Legha from DMCH Ludhiana. This was the second of the ongoing program of workshops to modify the teaching of pathology in medical colleges in India. About 70 students of the pathology course at DMC participated.

Goals: To introduce a clinical problem solving approach to the teaching of pathology in undergraduate medical education including lectures, labs and test items without additional funding or breach of MCI guidelines
Lectures:

The lectures were modified to start with a clinical vignette and build up aspects of pathology including identifying etiology, pathogenetic mechanisms, structural changes, explaining symptoms and signs based on structural changes, selecting investigations, differentiation from similar diseases and developing the course of illness could start with a clinical vignette as a starting point.  6 – 8 vignettes of this type could be introduced sequentially in each lecture.
Modified Team based Learning (TBL) in Lectures:


The lecture sessions were used to demonstrate the modified TBL format.  The lecture topics were the same as in the regular schedule, and included genetic basis of neoplasia, tumor markers, and lab investigations in neoplasia.

The students were instructed to read the relevant chapter in their text book before coming to the lecture.  During the lecture session, they were divided into 10 groups of seven students each and made to sit as groups.  Each group was given a specific clinical vignette with some questions linked to it. They were given 10 mins to discuss their case and find the answers to the questions listed.

At the end of ten minutes, the plenary session started.  We put up the problem and questions of the first group on the screen.  The group representative came to the podium and presented the analysis and the possible solutions to the questions, then it was thrown open to the rest of the group to modify, correct or add.

Then it was thrown open to the whole class.  Active lively discussion followed. A number of deficiencies of information were identified.  The group was then requested to re-discuss the problem and come next day with a chart depicting the analysis and answers. Other groups followed. This way the lectures could be made active learning sessions in which students analyse and solve problems under supervision. This does not break any MCI guidelines but the learning become very effective.

Lab Sessions:

The students were asked to see the slides of the day by themselves,treat them as representatives of a patient and fill in the following proforma. 

· Identify organ/tissue based on anatomy/histology, morphologic features that are different from normal, diagnosis of disease based on altered structure, explain the etioopathogenesis, develop signs and symptoms based on the structural alterations, identify the investigations that can be done to confirm the diagnosis,explain the course of the disease – outcomes, complications and finally develop a clinical vignette for this patient .

This method of approaching images was felt to be a far more rewarding learning tool than drawing colored images of microscopy slides in the lab books.

Seminar on Concept Maps:

A seminar was conducted for the entire faculty of all disciplines and students of DMCH on concept maps.   The important steps of selecting a topic, listing important headings, clustering data under each heading on then drawing associations/relationships and cross linkages was demonstrated. The session was chaired by the principal Dr.  Daljit Singh  and a lively  discussion followed.  Some faculty selected topics on which concept maps would be drawn by students.  (eg. Leukemias – Dr. Shah)

Summary:

Methods to coduct lecture and lab sessions in pathology more effectively without involving additional resources or breaking MCI guidelines were demonstrated and appreciated by faculty and students. The evaluations and feedback were very positive.
Future Plan: To progressively implement this at DMC Ludhiana and then showcase it at a IAPM meeting hoping that others could emulate.

OBITUARY
 Dr Sadashivaiah J . Nagalotimath , 66, Eminent Pathologist and Medical Educator 
 


Dr S. J . Nagalotimath , Retired Professor of Pathology and builder of Medical Schools in Karnataka who was one of the founders of the International CME Course in Surgical Pathology and Cytology conducted under the auspices of AIPNA and Indian College of Pathologists passed away in his hometown , Belgaum on Oct 24 , 06 .
 
During his illustrious career he served as Professor of  Pathology and Head of the Department , J.N. Medical College , Belgaum ; Dean , BLDEA Medical College , Bijapur ; Dean , J.S.S. Medical College , Mysore ;  Medical Director , Upgraded Karnatak Institute of Medical Sciences , Hubali and finally Dean , B.V.V. Medical College , Bagalkot which he organized and built from scratch . During these appointments his contributions include organizing a nationally acclaimed modern Pathology Museum, starting the tradition of CME courses for local residents and consultants, President of Indian Association of Pathologists and Microbiologists and was the founder of Indian College of Pathologists .
 
Dr Nagalotimath's most notable and valuable contribution for AIPNA was the co-ordination of the first two International CME Courses in Mysore (1996)and Hubali (1997) . I met him at the International Congress of IAP in Madrid in 1994 . We put together the plan for starting the CME programs as a regular annual event in which Indian American Academic Pathologists would be honorary faculty members and organizing the event will be the responsibility of the local co-ordinator in India . His foresight , persistence , unassuming personality and hard work made the CME attended by 400 to 600 Pathologists and Pathology Trainees from India  a reality as an annual event . The XII consecutive International CME will be held in Pune , India in Jan , 07 . 
 
Dr Nagalotimath had made contributions also in other fields. He wrote books on medical science for laymen in Kannada, two of his books won the Karnatak Sahitya Academy award. He was President of Karnatak Viddnyan Parishat and was a religious leader of Lingayat sect .
 
Dr Nagalotimath's death has deprived us of an eminent Pathologist, a multifaceted personality, a philosopher and a great organizer. For me it's a loss of a personal friend, co-founder and co-worker in one of the major contributions of AIPNA to Pathology education in India. We offer our sincere condolences to his family. 
 
Sincerely, 

Vijay V Joshi , MD .

Seeking position for residency
KRISHNA AHUJA E mail: khahuja@hotmail.com. Phone: 909 282 8160 (cell)
EDUCATION:

IN USA          USMLE STEP 3                    passed                                           July 2006.

                        ECFMG                                certified                                         April2005.

IN INDIA       M.D (Path&Micro)               Board certified                               Dec 1982.

FACULTY APPOINTMENTS:

                       Associate professor, B.J.Medical College. Ahmedabad.             20 years
WORK EXPERIENCE:

                       Diagnostic Lab Work in all sections of Pathology and Microbiology and           

                       Signing out of Surgical Specimens.

                      Teaching Post graduate and Under Graduate students.

RESEACH:  Guided Residents for thesis for many years and did departmental research 

                         Work.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:

                         American Society for Clinical Pathology.

                         Association of Indian Pathologists in North America.

                          Indian Academy of Cytologists.
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